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This application Is refused for the reasons mentioned 
below. If the applicant has any argument against the 
reasons « such argument should be submitted within 60 days 
from the date on which this notification was dispatched. 



Reason 1: 

The descriptions In the specification and drawings 
noted below do not comply with the requirements of Patent 
Law Section 36(6) (ii). 



(1) Although ' the music-piece playback instruction means* 
is mentioned in Claim 8, Claims 1, 3, and 4 to which Claim 8 
refers do not mention a rauslc^plece playback instruction 
means. Therefore, it Is Impossible to specify what 'the 
music-piece playback instruction means'" refers to (is Claim 
8 dependent on Claim 77). 

(2) It is thought that the phrase "after the completion of 
output of audi data" in Claim 8 is a misdescription of 
"after the completion output of audio data"^ and this Is 
unclear . 
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Note 
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(3) Regarding the phrase "audio data on a music piece 
different from the music piece whose video data is played 
back' in Claim 1, for example « paragraph [0060] in Detailed 
Description of the Invention mentions that "In the example 
shown in Fig. 7(a), the search playback time interval is set 
at 30 seconds so that the following piece of music is played 
back after a lapse of 30 seconds upon locating the start and 
starting the playback of each music piece. Also^ in this 
example « setting is made so that audio data on the music 
piece in Track 2 is continuously output during searching 
playback' . 

It can be assumed that audio data on a music piece 
different from the music piece whose video data is played 
back is data recorded on the disk. However, the 
relationship between the audio data on a different music 
piece and the disk is not specified in Claim 1 , and it is 
impossible to determine whether audio data on a different 
music piece is audio data on a music piece played back from 
the disk, on a music piece prestored on another recording 
medium or memory in the apparatus, or on a music piece input 
from the outside. Accordingly, the invention claimed in 
Claim 1 is indefinite. 

(4) Regarding the word ^memory" in Claims 2, 3, and 6, 
paragraph [0048] in Detailed Description of the Invention 
mentions that ''The DVD data processor 6 can take in only 
data corresponding to a single music piece from the DVD 
video data, and also, the data can be recorded in a DVD-data 
buffer memory 18 for a single music piece on the basis of 
the instruction from the picture -search process section 11, 
as described above*. 

In addition, paragraph [0076] mentions that 'Only the 
audio data of the data recorded in the memory is played back 
and output upon receipt of the search signal. Thus, in 
order to continuously output the audio data on a specific 
music piece, it is sufficient to read out and output the 



audio data recorded In the memory « whereby the disk playback 
means can freely play back the video data for search of any 
music pieces once the audio data on the music pieces Is 
recorded In the memory* . 

It can be assumed that the memory stores DVD data on a 
single music piece together. However, Claims 2, 3, and 6 do 
not specify the size of the memory, and the Inventions 
according to these claims are indefinite. 



Reason 2: 

The Inventions In the claims noted below of the subject 
application are unpatentable under Patent Law Section 29(2) 
since they could have been easily made by persons who have 
common knowledge in the technical field to which the 
inventions pertain, on the basis of the inventions described 
in the publications below which were distributed prior to 
the filing of the subject application or the Inventions made 
available to the public through telecommunication lines 
prior to the filing of the subject application in Japan or 
other countries. 

Note (The list of Cited Docviments etc. is provided below) 
Claim 1 

Ref erences 1-3 
Remarks ; 

Reference l (particularly, paragraphs [0002]-[0005] , 
[0009], [00201, [00311) discloses that an introduction 
search is performed In which playback of only a video 
introduction of a recording medium, on which a plurality of 
video signals (corresponding to video data) and audio 
signals (corresponding to audio data) are recorded, is 
repeated for approximately 10 seconds (corresponding to a 
predetermined time interval) in response to locating of the 
start. In the introduction search, the video signals are 
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played back from the recording medium and the audio signals 
are not output during playback of the introduction, and 
signals received from the outside are output as voices 
except during playback of the introduction • 

Reference 1 is different from the invention claimed in 
Claim 1 in the following aspects: 

(1) It is not specially mentioned that the recording 
medium is a disk. 

(2) It is not specially mentioned that audio data on a 
music piece different from a music piece whose video data is 
played back can be output during search. 

Regarding the difference ( 1 ) , it is known to prohibit 
audio data from being played back during a special playback 
operation for a DVD, as disclosed in Reference 2 
(particularly, paragraph 100061). Therefore, those skilled 
in the art can appropriately use a DVD as a recording meditim 
by adding the known technique to the invention disclosed in 
Reference 1. 

Regarding the difference (2), Reference 3 (particularly, 
claims) discloses that signals input from the outside are 
also output when data in st2irt portions of programs on a 
recording medium are sequentially played back. It is not 
particularly difficult to output audio data input from the 
outside, that is, audio data on a music piece different from 
a music piece whose video data is played back, during 
playback of introductions, by adding the technique taught in 
Reference 3 to Reference 1. 

Claims 2-5, 7 
References 1-4 
Remarks : 

Regarding the point that audio data of data recorded in 
the memory is played back upon receipt of a search signal. 
Reference 4 (particularly, paragraphs [0004], [0037], [0042], 
[0043]) discloses that music data previously selected from a 
menu of a recording medium through a menu (corresponding to 
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music pieces set by an operator in Claim 7) or music data 
input from an external input terminal is played back between 
music pieces, that is. during a period in which it is silent 
before. It is not particularly difficult to replace the 
received signals in Reference 1 with the music data 
previously selected from the menu of the recording medium in 
Reference 4 (corresponding to music pieces set by an 
operator in Claim 7 ) . 

There is no special difference whenever video data and 
audio data are separated. Therefore « the separating time is 
appropriately set when working the invention. 

Claim 6 

Kef erences 1-5 
Remarks : 

Reference 5 (particularly, paragraphs [0018], [0004]) 
discloses a technique of substantially increasing the 
storage capacity of the buffer memory by storing compressed 
data in the buffer memory. It is not particularly difficult 
to add the technique disclosed in Reference 5 to Reference 1. 

Claim 8 

References 1-6 
Remarks : 

As disclosed in Reference 6 (particularly^ p£uragraph 
[0038]), it is known to select a music piece from a track 
set as a default. Therefore, those skilled in the aoct can 
approximately add this known technique to the invention 
disclosed in Reference 4. 

Claim 9 

Ref erences 1-7 
Remarks : 

As disclosed in Reference 7 (particularly. Claim 7, Fig. 
7), it is known to simultaneously and independently perform 
playback at different positions on the recording medium. 
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Therefore « those skilled in the art can approximately add 
this known technique to the JLnvention disclosed in Reference 
4. 

Claim 10 
References 1-7 
Remarks : 

In the field of recording and reproduction, it is known 
that a mode compatible with a conventional mode can be 
selected when an expanded function different from 
conventional functions is added. 

Claims 11. 12 
References 1-7 
Remarks : 

It is just a commonly used art to adopt a DVD video 
disk and a DVD audio disk as a recording medium on which 
video data and audio data are recorded. 

Claim 13 
References 1-8 
Remarks : 

As disclosed in Reference 8 (particularly, claim 2), it 
is known to sequentially play back data, each for a 
predetermined time interval that is settable. Therefore, 
those skilled in the art can approximately add this known 
technique to the invention disclosed in Reference 1 . 

List of Cited Documents etc. 

1. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 
08-180507 

2. Japeuiese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 
11-162148 

3. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 
63-288444 
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4. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 
10-143175 

5. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 
05-204553 

6. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No, 
2002-203366 

7. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 
10-334596 

8. Microfilm of Japanese Utility Model Registration 
Application No. 01-141595 (Japanese Unexamined Utility 
Model Registration Application Publication No. 03-80588) 
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(54) APPARATUS FOR CONRRMING CONTENT OF TAPE AT HIGH SPEED 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To simply recognize reproducing video 
signals of an introduction part succeeding a beginning 
signal by detecting the beginning signal, muting audio 
signals, outputting only predetermined video signals and 
performing a required search. 

CONSTITUTION: A reproducing beginning signal by a 
beginning signahrecording/ reproducing head 4 is 
detected by a beginning signal-detecting circuit 5. and a 
pulse signal giving an instruction for the automatic 
reproduction time for an introduction part is output from 
a pulse signal-generating circuit 6. Reproducing audio 
signals are muted by the pulse signal via an audio muting 
circuit 13, and at the same time, a switch 10 is changed 
over. As a result only reproducing video signals of the 
introduction part are output from a video signal- 
processing circuit 9. Moreover, a driving mechanism 3 is 
controlled by the output of the circuit 5. thereby, a 
search operation alternately repeating high" speed fast 
forwarding or high-speed rewinding, and low-speed 
reproduction is carried out Accordingly, video signals of the introduction part succeeding the 
beginning signal clan be simply and surely recognized. 
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